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hero, Army Specialist Jacob Michael Lowell, 
from New Lenox, Illinois. 

It was June 2, 2007, and he was on his first 
patrol of his first tour in Afghanistan with the 
173rd Airborne Brigade, working as a gunner 
when his Humvee was ambushed. To the sur-
prise of no one who knew him, Jacob moved 
immediately to protect his comrades but was 
shot and killed. Jacob Michael Lowell was 22. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate that we 
rename the post office in his home town in his 
honor. It will serve as a reminder to those who 
loved him of his courage and to those who 
come after him of his character and dedication 
to his country and fellow citizens. 

Army Specialist Lowell was a 2003 graduate 
of Lincoln-Way Central High School where he 
played on the offensive line for the school’s 
football team. He was one of those ‘‘110 per-
cent guys’’ who always gave all he had and 
more. 

From there, he went to college at Saint Xa-
vier University and from there, in 2005, he en-
listed in the Army. He was assigned to the 
173rd Airborne in Vicenzia, Italy. It was there 
he learned to love to jump form planes. He 
would call home to Illinois and tell his friends 
and family when and where he would take his 
next jump. 

He was a man who loved doing his job, 
serving his country and protecting the freedom 
we hold dear. And that’s why I urge all mem-
bers to support this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, we are here this 
afternoon to pay tribute to a remark-
able American and true hero, Army 
Specialist Jacob Michael Lowell from 
New Lenox, Illinois. And to do that, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
my distinguished colleague from the 
State of Illinois, the author of this bill, 
Mr. WELLER. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of H.R. 6681, legislation I introduced in 
honor of Jacob M. Lowell to name the 
New Lenox Post Office in his honor. I 
also want to thank Chairman WAXMAN, 
Ranking Member TOM DAVIS, my very 
good friend, Chairman DANNY DAVIS, a 
member of our Illinois delegation, as 
well as Ranking Member KENNY 
MARCHANT for their support and assist-
ance today. 

Army Specialist Jacob Michael Low-
ell is a national hero who gave his life 
for his country on June 2, 2007, near 
Gowardesh, Afghanistan, while serving 
in Operation Enduring Freedom. Today 
the House will be voting on legislation 
I introduced with the cosponsorship of 
the entire Illinois delegation which 
will designate the New Lenox Post Of-
fice the ‘‘Jacob M. Lowell New Lenox 
Post Office Building.’’ I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Army Specialist Jacob Lowell of New 
Lenox, Illinois, graduated from Lin-
coln-Way Central High School in 2003. 
He attended St. Xavier University be-
fore heeding the call to serve his coun-
try and enlist in the Army in 2005. Spe-
cialist Lowell was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment 
(Air Assault), 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
Camp Ederle, Italy. He is remembered 
by his fellow soldiers for being an avid 
football fan and expressing his support 

by shouting ‘‘Go Bears’’ at nearly any 
time. 

On June 2, 2007, Jacob Lowell hero-
ically defended his convoy. And as his 
company commander said, he did his 
duty all the way up until the end. After 
already having been hit by small arms 
fire and facing enemies using rocket- 
propelled grenades, Specialist Lowell 
manned a 50-caliber machine gun in de-
fense of many members of his platoon. 
The wounds he suffered proved to be 
fatal to Specialist Lowell, but they 
were not enough to keep him from 
doing his heroic duty. Those present 
that day credit Jacob with saving lives. 

Hearing such actions reminds us just 
how brave our men and women in uni-
form are. 

Lowell was awarded the Bronze Star 
with ‘‘V’’ for valor and the Combat In-
fantryman’s Badge for his actions dur-
ing the firefight, and on May 12, 2008, 
his fellow soldiers renamed a combat 
outpost in Nuristan Province after 
their beloved, fallen comrade. 

Local veterans have always reminded 
me that it’s important to honor our 
soldiers and veterans each and every 
day. By naming the New Lenox Post 
Office after Jacob, we effectively honor 
all of them. It should be in the hearts 
and minds of all those who visit this 
post office that heroes like Jacob both 
founded our Nation and stand ready to 
protect it each and every day. 

Our sincerest thanks to Specialist 
Lowell and to his family, and the honor 
of renaming this post office could 
never match the gift which Jacob has 
given our Nation. This honor merely 
represents that we should never forget 
the sacrifice which he and all who have 
sacrificed their lives serving our Na-
tion have made for each and every one 
of us. 

I know that we will all keep the fam-
ily of Specialist Lowell and those of his 
fallen comrades in our prayers. I ask 
again that you will join me in honoring 
and remembering this extraordinary 
man whose heroism exemplifies every-
thing that America stands for, and I 
ask you to support H.R. 6681, the Jacob 
Lowell New Lenox Post Office Designa-
tion Act. 

In closing, I would like to thank Jo-
seph Eannello for his hard work on this 
legislation and for his work in my of-
fice over the past 2 years. He has been 
an asset in my office and done excel-
lent work for the people of the 11th 
Congressional District of Illinois. 

Madam Speaker, I urge bipartisan 
support of this important legislation to 
honor someone who has sacrificed for 
our freedoms. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I urge 
all Members to support the passage of 
H.R. 6681, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time, 
and I urge passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6681. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

MAYOR WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
SANDBERG POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 6229) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2523 7th Avenue East 
in North Saint Paul, Minnesota, as the 
‘‘Mayor William ‘Bill’ Sandberg Post 
Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6229 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MAYOR WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ SANDBERG 

POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 2523 
7th Avenue East in North Saint Paul, Min-
nesota, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Mayor William ‘Bill’ Sandberg Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Mayor William ‘Bill’ 
Sandberg Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to Representative MCCOLLUM of 
Minnesota. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 6229, which names the post 
office located at 2523 Seventh Avenue 
East in North St. Paul, Minnesota, 
after the late William ‘‘Bill’’ Sandberg, 
the longtime mayor of North St. Paul. 

I want to thank the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee for 
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bringing this bill to the floor. I also 
want to thank my colleagues in the 
Minnesota delegation for their support 
as original cosponsors of this bill. 

Naming a post office in honor of Bill 
Sandberg is a fitting tribute to a dedi-
cated public servant, a successful busi-
nessman and a wonderful human being. 
Bill was loved by the residents of North 
St. Paul. He was also my dear friend 
and political mentor. A committed Re-
publican, Mayor Sandberg took me 
under his wing and instilled in me the 
lesson that community always comes 
before politics. 

William Sandberg was born in the 
Selby-Grand Avenue neighborhood of 
St. Paul in 1932. His family later moved 
to North St. Paul where he lived the 
remainder of his life. Bill graduated 
from North St. Paul High School and 
the University of Minnesota. After 
serving our country with honor in the 
U.S. Army, he returned home to the 
family business, Sandberg Funeral 
Home, with his brother Paul. As a fu-
neral director he was respected by his 
peers. He was a true business leader. 

In 1978, the voters in North St. Paul 
elected Bill Sandberg to serve as 
mayor. With a fatherly hand he guided 
the city for 30 years, sharing his 
warmth, his optimism and his generous 
spirit with everyone he encountered. A 
person of great faith, Bill always 
sought to bring people together in con-
structive ways to solve the problems of 
our community. As a mayor, Bill 
Sandberg’s legacy is one of exemplary 
public service, distinguished by com-
mon sense, fairness and compassion. 

I was honored to serve under his lead-
ership on the North St. Paul City 
Council and work closely with him in 
the following years. I learned from 
Bill’s leadership that the political 
maxim, ‘‘all politics are local’’ was 
true. It’s true whether you serve on a 
city council or in Congress. 

Mayor Bill Sandberg passed away on 
April 20, 2008. He left behind colleagues, 
city staff and constituents who loved 
him. He left behind a loving family who 
will miss him, his daughter, Karen; 
son-in-law, Jack; and his grand-
children, Carolyn and William. Bill’s 
wife, Delores, whom he loved pro-
foundly, preceded him in death. 

Mayor Sandberg loved the people he 
served. Upon learning about his leu-
kemia diagnosis, he wrote a letter to 
the residents of North St. Paul. His let-
ter speaks volumes about the great 
leader he was. In this letter, Bill ac-
knowledged his illness. He expressed 
his pride for the community of North 
St. Paul and a pride that came directly 
from neighbors coming together to 
meet the city’s challenges. Bill also 
wrote of his sincere gratitude for hav-
ing the opportunity to serve the people 
of his city for so many years. 

I would like to conclude with Bill’s 
words to the people of North St. Paul: 

‘‘I would like to thank everyone 
again for making this town a very spe-
cial place to live and raise families. I 
do not know what the future holds, but 
I do know Who holds the future.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I greatly appreciate 
the support of my colleagues for this 
legislation. At the time of his death, 
Mayor Sandberg was the longest serv-
ing mayor in Minnesota history. His 
spirit and service are irreplaceable. For 
all who knew and worked with him, the 
blessing of his friendship was a treas-
ure for us all. Recognizing Mayor 
Sandberg’s service and leadership by 
naming this post office in his honor is 
a fitting tribute to a man who gave so 
much to a community he loved. 

DEAR CITIZEN, As many of you know, I was 
recently diagnosed with acute leukemia. And 
as many of you who have had similar, life-al-
tering diagnoses also know, such an evalua-
tion makes one stop and reflect on what is 
really important. 

Since this is my 30th year serving as your 
mayor, it is undeniable that you residents 
and this town have been significant in my 
life. I have written to you many times about 
how I appreciate the friendliness of residents 
and cooperation among residents, businesses, 
the school district and the city. As I think 
back, there have been many changes, none of 
which would have been successful without 
this cooperation. 

Remember when McKnight Fields were 
under renovation in the early ’90s? Local 
service clubs provided funding for a majority 
of the work, businesses donated materials, 
city crews provided the labor. And after the 
work was done, the city and school district 
entered a cooperative agreement for allow-
ing the schools to use the fields. 

I admit we residents haven’t always agreed 
on everything. For example, there were vary-
ing opinions on where the new high school 
should be located. But as soon as the school 
opened (in the fall of 1997), we put our dif-
ferences behind us and reunited as a commu-
nity. 

I’d like to take credit for the many 
changes that have taken place through the 
years, but I’m quickly reminded that my 
pride must be directed to you. It was you 
citizens who recognized the safety issues in 
our police and fire departments plus crowded 
administrative conditions that resulted in 
construction of our new city hall. It was you 
citizens who supported construction of our 
community center. It was you who, through 
the years, have backed the expansion and 
construction of public works facilities and 
park improvements. 

And it was the volunteer efforts of you 
citizens that have certainly contributed to 
our town being a beautiful place to live. 
Back in the early ’90s we started the Take 
Pride program, recognizing residents for im-
provements they were making in their yards 
and gardens. And what about all the volun-
teers who have helped through the years 
with North St. Paul Green? I remember get-
ting a letter from a Maplewood resident who 
commended the city for its beautification ef-
forts. She said she’d go out of her way to 
drive through our downtown just to see the 
flowers! The efforts of our North St. Paul 
Green volunteers were also recognized by the 
Midwest Living Magazine, which named 
North St. Paul one of 20 Midwestern cities 
with ‘‘hometown pride.’’ 

As I close this letter, I’d like to thank ev-
eryone, again, for making this town a very 
special place to live and raise families. I do 
not know what the future holds, but I do 
know Who holds the future! 

God bless you all, 
BILL SANDBERG, 

Mayor. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 6229, to re-

name the post office in North St. Paul, 
Minnesota, in honor of former Mayor 
William ‘‘Bill’’ Sandberg. Mayor 
Sandberg died April 20 at the age of 76 
after serving for more than 30 years as 
mayor of his beloved hometown. 

He graduated in 1950 from North St. 
Paul High School where he played foot-
ball and hockey and from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 1954 with a degree 
in mortuary science. After serving his 
country in the Army, Mayor Sandberg 
returned to North St. Paul and became 
a director at his family’s business, the 
Sandberg Funeral Home. 

He became mayor in 1978 and began a 
career known for character, person-
ality, fairness and decorum. Described 
by fellow members of the City Council 
as a ‘‘problem solver who could get 
people to think in different ways,’’ he 
made a point of never coming into a 
meeting with his mind made up. He 
also made a point of putting people at 
ease when they came to testify before 
the council and for keeping debates fo-
cused on the issues at hand, not person-
alities. 

This openness, this credibility, this 
unflinching optimism brought citizens 
together even when his ideas didn’t 
enjoy universal support. Among his 
greatest legacies will be his insistence 
that Highway 36 run through the cen-
ter of North St. Paul. Some feared the 
increased traffic would bring nothing 
but pollution and gridlock. But Mayor 
Sandberg insisted that thousands of 
commuters would visit the city’s down-
town area who otherwise never would 
know it existed. This championing of 
all things North St. Paul permeated ev-
erything the mayor did. He considered 
attendance at local high school hockey 
games and Chamber of Commerce 
meetings as important as attending 
council meetings. He encouraged oth-
ers to participate in council activities 
and worked tirelessly to connect citi-
zens to their government. 

The city already has begun to honor 
its beloved former mayor by renaming 
a bridge in his honor. Let us join in 
this celebration of an exemplary public 
servant, support this resolution and re-
name the local post office in his honor. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I present for consider-
ation and support H.R. 6229, which 
names a postal facility in North St. 
Paul, Minnesota, after Mayor William 
‘‘Bill’’ Sandberg. H.R. 6229 was intro-
duced by Representative BETTY MCCOL-
LUM on June 10, 2008, and was reported 
from the Oversight Committee on July 
16, 2008, by voice vote. The measure has 
been cosponsored by the entire Min-
nesota House delegation and pays trib-
ute to one of the State’s most well 
known public officials. 

William ‘‘Bill’’ Sandberg was a long-
time resident of North St. Paul, Min-
nesota, who served his beloved city as 
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mayor for 30 years until his death on 
April 20, 2008. 

b 1415 

First elected in 1978, Mayor Sandberg 
was reelected seven times. Known for 
his good sense of humor, Mayor 
Sandberg once joked that the reason he 
kept getting reelected was simply be-
cause no one else wanted the job. 

As mayor, Mr. Sandberg earned a 
reputation for his ability to bring peo-
ple together by his warm, personable 
style. During the controversial meet-
ing of the North St. Paul City Council, 
Mayor Sandberg once remarked that 
‘‘we were friends before the meeting, 
and while we may not agree on this, we 
will be friends when we walk out.’’ He 
exhibited this same unique ability in 
bringing people together when he suc-
cessfully solved divisive issues, such as 
the reconstruction of Highway 36. 

Before assuming the position of 
mayor, Bill Sandberg served in the 
United States Army during the 1950s. 
He then went on to a successful busi-
ness career, joining his parents’ funeral 
home business in St. Paul and White 
Bear Lake, Minnesota. 

So, Mr. Speaker, given Mayor 
Sandberg’s commitment to his commu-
nity, his State and to our country, I 
urge swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague, the gentleman from 
the Indiana (Mr. PENCE). 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina. 

Let me say I rise in support of H.R. 
6229, honoring the life and the work 
and memory of Mayor William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Sandberg of St. Paul, Minnesota. I be-
lieve, given the tenure of his career and 
the durability of his reputation, we can 
assume in both parties that Mayor 
Sandberg was a man at the local level 
that attended himself to what people 
were really dealing with and he pro-
vided leadership. 

And it is about just that focus that I 
also wanted to rise, Mr. Speaker, 
today. Because I rise this afternoon, I 
think with millions of Americans, sim-
ply to express my frustration, that 
after only one day of debate, late in the 
night last night, this Congress again 
failed to pass a bipartisan bill that 
would set us on a course for energy 
independence in the 21st century. 

I must tell you that it was equally 
frustrating today to awaken and see 
headlines around the country that say 
‘‘Congress eases restrictions on drill-
ing.’’ But I don’t want to be critical of 
my friends in the Fourth Estate. This 
bill was revealed to the world 24 hours 
before it was voted. It was written in 
the back rooms here in the Capitol, not 
considered by committees, but brought 
to the floor abruptly the night before 
last and just as abruptly voted without 

amendment or without serious consid-
eration in the Congress. So I won’t 
fault members of the media, who didn’t 
understand that the drill-nothing Dem-
ocrat Congress actually only moved to 
a position that was the drill-almost- 
nothing Democrat Congress. 

But this legislation, despite the head-
lines, is a story worth telling. For the 
past 20 months, until last week, the 
Democrat majority in Congress made 
one thing more clear than anything 
else; there would never be a vote on 
more domestic drilling in America. 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI repeated her 
personal and historic opposition to 
drilling and said that she would never 
permit a vote. And they adjourned on 
August 1, turned off the cameras and 
turned off the lights. 

But Republicans refused to leave. We 
held this floor during the entirety of 
the August recess, and during that 
time the Democrat majority changed 
their position. In a very real sense, 
millions of Americans contacted their 
Members of Congress and said we want 
more access to American oil. We want 
Congress to come together and com-
promise on conservation, fuel effi-
ciency, solar, wind, nuclear, an all-of- 
the-above strategy. But we want a bill 
that allows us to drill into our domes-
tic resources. And, to their credit, the 
Democratic majority relented in their 
historic opposition to drilling. 

But the bill that came to the floor 
abruptly and was just as abruptly 
passed last night failed in many 
counts. Not only did it bring with it an 
enormous tax increase, not only did it 
bring with it no opportunity for new 
refineries, no opportunity for nuclear 
energy development and other powerful 
alternatives, but also this bill truly 
brought with it very little, if any, op-
portunity to drill into our own domes-
tic reserves. 

The bill seems to allow drilling, but 
not within 50 miles of shore. Most ex-
perts say that 88 percent of our domes-
tic reserves are within 50 miles of the 
shoreline of the east coast and the west 
coast and the eastern Gulf. Beyond 
that, the Democrat bill that passed 
last night would allow drilling, but 
only if States vote by referendum or in 
their legislature to permit the drilling. 

That sounds reasonable enough. But 
what is not reasonable is the Demo-
cratic bill, unlike current law for Gulf 
States that allow drilling, the Demo-
cratic bill offered States no revenue 
whatsoever. So people in South Caro-
lina, people in California, would pre-
sumably have to decide for themselves 
or their elected representatives decide 
to allow drilling off of their shore if it 
meant nothing financially to their 
State coffers. 

Also there was a failure to provide 
any streamlined judicial review or liti-
gation reform, leaving any drilling 
that would be allowed beyond the 50 
mile limit to be tied up immediately in 
court, as hundreds and hundreds of 
leases are tied up today. 

So that is why I say, and I attempt to 
be intellectually honest about this, Mr. 

Speaker, the Democratic majority did 
move on their energy policy about 
drilling. They went from a drill-noth-
ing Democrat Congress to a drill-al-
most-nothing Democratic Congress. 

And last night, most sadly, they 
passed on an opportunity that some 40 
Democrats had been working tirelessly 
to develop, legislation coauthored by 
Congressman ABERCROMBIE and Con-
gressman PETERSON that is a truly bi-
partisan solution. I was a cosponsor of 
the bill myself. Dozens upon dozens of 
Republicans joined us in the bill, as 
well as I believe 40 Democrat Members 
of Congress. 

When it came time for the Repub-
licans to offer their alternative, quite 
frankly, we could have played some 
sort of a game, but we think that the 
American people are struggling under 
the weight of record gasoline prices. 
Families are hurting, seniors are hurt-
ing, and this was not time for political 
posturing or games. So we brought the 
bipartisan bill to the floor as our alter-
native. 

Strangely, unless I can be corrected, 
only 13 of the Democrats out of the 
some 40 who cosponsored the bill voted 
for it. It was a true bipartisan bill that 
had been fashioned through tough bi-
partisan negotiation over months of 
time, and it was rejected by many of 
the same Democrats who had worked 
to build the legislation. 

We missed an opportunity last night, 
Mr. Speaker, to truly do something for 
the American people, to do something, 
as Daniel Webster says on words on 
these walls, to do something worthy to 
be remembered. 

So I rise today to pay sincere tribute 
to Mayor William ‘‘Bill’’ Sandberg. I 
am confident that this tribute on this 
Post Office is altogether fitting. 

But I also rise to just simply express 
my frustration that, at a time when we 
hear about one bailout after another, 
this Democrat majority passed an en-
ergy bill last night that Democrat Sen-
ator MARY LANDRIEU even said was 
‘‘dead on arrival in the Senate.’’ We ac-
complished nothing to set this Nation 
on a course of energy independence. 

So our message is very simple: We 
are not going away. We are going to 
fight on this floor in every moment 
that we have left, in the waning days of 
this Congress and in the weeks pre-
ceding our national election, to de-
mand that this Congress roll our 
sleeves up and seek that bipartisan 
consensus that does exist. 

Let me say from my heart, I truly be-
lieve that there is a bipartisan major-
ity in this Congress that would say yes 
to conservation, yes to fuel efficiency, 
yes to solar, wind and nuclear, and 
would say yes to a substantial increase 
in domestic drilling that was real and 
significant and would lessen our de-
pendence on foreign oil. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:33 Sep 18, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17SE7.052 H17SEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8328 September 17, 2008 
So Republicans are going to stay in 

this fight. Bailouts for corporate Amer-
ica, but no relief for our citizens strug-
gling under the record weight of gaso-
line prices is not acceptable to Repub-
licans in this Congress. We will stay on 
this floor. We will continue in this 
fight. We are not going away until the 
American people have a bipartisan 
strategy that sets us on a short-term 
course to lessen our dependence on for-
eign oil and on a long-term course for 
energy independence in the 21st cen-
tury. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H.R. 
6229. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of our time and 
urge passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROSS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6229. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

ARMY SPC DANIEL AGAMI POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6338) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4233 West Hillsboro Boulevard 
in Coconut Creek, Florida, as the 
‘‘Army SPC Daniel Agami Post Office 
Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6338 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ARMY SPC DANIEL AGAMI POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 4233 
West Hillsboro Boulevard in Coconut Creek, 
Florida, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Army SPC Daniel Agami Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Army SPC Daniel 
Agami Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
KLEIN), who introduced this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman. 

I rise in support of H.R. 6338, a bill to 
honor the life and legacy of Specialist 
Daniel J. Agami, who was killed in ac-
tion on June 21, 2007, while serving his 
country in Iraq. 

Daniel Agami was a devoted friend, a 
loving son and brother and courageous 
soldier. Growing up in South Florida, 
Daniel’s parents raised him with strong 
Jewish values, and he was very proud 
of his Jewish heritage. To his friends, 
and he got quite a kick out of it, he 
was known as ‘‘GI Jew.’’ A little dif-
ferent. 

Daniel knew he was meant to serve a 
greater purpose in life, and in 2005 his 
love for country and an unyielding 
drive to serve others led him to enlist 
in the United States Army. For his 
heroism in combat, Daniel was post-
humously presented with multiple 
medals of honor, including the Bronze 
Star, the Purple Heart, the Good Con-
duct Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, the Iraqi Cam-
paign Medal, and the Combat Infantry-
man’s Badge. 

During his service in the U.S. Army, 
Daniel worked with local schools, dev-
astated from war and destruction, to 
refurbish their structures and mentor 
their students. 

The communities he served in Iraq 
and here at home have suffered a tre-
mendous loss. Daniel made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for his country, and it is 
with great pride that I rise in support 
of this legislation to recognize his 
strong moral character and his work to 
make this world a better place. 

It is my sincere hope that when the 
South Florida community utilizes the 
services of the post office in Coconut 
Creek, Florida, they will remember and 
honor Army Specialist Daniel Agami 
and his exceptional patriotism and 
courage. 

I would like to also thank the mem-
bers of the Florida congressional dele-
gation for their strong support of this 
legislation. I would also like to recog-
nize the Agami family: Parents, Beth 
and Itzhak; brother, Ilan and his wife, 
Elisha; sister, Shaina; and grand-
mother, Sandy Becker. The Agami 
family will be in Washington D.C. later 
this week where they will celebrate 
and honor Daniel’s life and memory. 

I urge passage of this piece of legisla-
tion. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of this bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4233 West Hillsboro Boulevard 
Coconut Creek, Florida, as the Army 
SPC Daniel Agami Post Office Build-
ing. 

b 1430 
United States Army Specialist Dan-

iel J. Agami was, in the words of his 
grandmother, ‘‘the best of the best.’’ 
He was much more than a soldier. He 
was a leader, a selfless patriot, and a 
joyous young man with a huge heart. 

Born in Ohio, Daniel moved with his 
family to south Florida when he was 4. 
He attended the Hebrew Academy Com-
munity School and Coconut Creek High 
School and was in college when he de-
cided he was meant for a higher pur-
pose. Without consulting friends or 
family, Daniel answered his calling and 
enlisted in the Army. 

Daniel brought the Army more than 
service and bravery. He brought his 
good humor, his tremendous heart and 
the moral conviction that he served 
something far greater than himself. 

Affectionately known by his fellow 
soldiers as ‘‘GI Jew,’’ he strove con-
stantly to improve the lives of those 
around him. When he was not edu-
cating his fellow soldiers about his re-
ligion, he was serving as a mentor to 
orphaned children in Iraq. In the words 
of his father, ‘‘He had 10,000 friends, 
and 10,000 friends thinking he was their 
best friend.’’ 

On June 21, 2007, Daniel Agami was 
killed while on patrol in Baghdad. He 
was only 25. More than 1,000 people at-
tended his funeral. He was post-
humously promoted to specialist, and 
his parents were presented with a num-
ber of medals, including the Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart and the Good Con-
duct Medal. 

Daniel died defending his core belief 
that America fights for the freedom 
and survival of the entire world. As one 
friend recalled, ‘‘He had said that if, 
God forbid, anything happened to him, 
this is where he belonged.’’ 

A loving son, brother, grandson and 
friend, Daniel Agami will be missed, 
and not just by those 10,000 best 
friends, but by all Americans who cher-
ish freedom and courage and honor. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill so that the life of this courageous 
young man and all that he stood for 
will not soon be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as Chair of the House 
subcommittee with oversight authority 
for the United States Postal Service, I 
stand in support of H.R. 6338, which re-
names a postal facility in Coconut 
Creek, Florida, in honor of Specialist 
Daniel Agami. 

H.R. 6338 enjoys the support of the 
entire House delegation from Florida 
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